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                    Celebrating Chekhov: The Drama of Everyday Life

Includes the U.S. Theatrical Premiere of Ward No. 6 

Russia’s Foreign Language Oscar submission

Seagull Films in association with National Gallery of Art and Mosfilm Studio will present a seven-film series on the works of Russian playwright Anton Chekhov, adapted for the big screen. “Celebrating Chekhov: The Drama of Everyday Life” 

Anton Chekhov wrote his major plays from 1894 until his death in 1904-that is, precisely during the cinema's first decade. He never wrote for the screen, though it is tempting to imagine what his films would have been like. With his skill at charting subtle changes in relationships and emotions, the new conception of acting his works required, and the importance he placed on memories determining actions, the resources of the new medium may have been a perfect fit for Chekhov's artistry. Over the years, several remarkable Russian filmmakers have certainly thought so.  This series of Soviet and Russian films offers a selection of these accomplished works, based on or adapted from Chekhov's writings. 

2010 marks a 150 years anniversary of Anton Chekhov's birth. One of the most celebrated figures in the history of literature, his works still remain of great importance. 2010 also marks 10 years anniversary of Seagull Films, company which during the decade since it's formation has serviced North American audience with the best of Russian cinema and is named after Chekhov's famous play "The Seagull".
The series will showcase the U.S. theatrical premiere of Russia’s submission for this year’s Foreign Language Academy Award, Karen Shakhnazarov’s Ward No. 6—a provocative, bold update of Chekhov’s 1892 short story about a psych ward doctor turned patient in his own asylum. Ward #6 which Ronnie Scheib in Variety called “a brilliant contemporary take… [Shakhnazarov] deconstructs Chekhov to dazzling effect.” The film, shot in a real asylum in a vibrant documentary style, was a major box office and critical success in its native Russia.

The series will also feature another “first”. This will be the first time that films from two brothers from arguably one of the most celebrated Russian families, will be screened within the same series: Andrei Konchalovsky’s Uncle Vanya and Nikita Mikhalkov’s An Unfinished Piece for the Player Piano.

Also included is Konchalovsky’s adaptation of Uncle Vanya arguably the best version of Chekhov’s masterpiece about the breakdown of a family’s thin veil of lies and self deceptions. Both Woody Allen and Vincent Canby called it “The best Uncle Vanya I’ve ever seen,” and Canby, writing in The New York Times continued: “this exceedingly graceful, beautifully acted production that manages to respect Chekhov as a man of his own time.” The film stars a who’s who of Russian acting talent of the time: Innokenti Smoktunovsky (The Mirror) is in the title role, alongside Sergei Bondarchuk (War and Peace) and Irina Miroshnichenko (Andrei Rublev).

Also screened :

The Seagull, Yuliy Karasik

A Hunting Accident, by Emil Lotyanu

Chekhov Motives, by Kira Muratova

Lady with the Little Dog, Iosif Khefits

 For more information please contact:

alla.verlotsky@gmail.com
